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Noah and Angelo, both 4, compare worms at the compost pile at the Children’s Center. 


ANJULI, 4 
According to Anjuli, 
4 3/4 to be exact 


I put dirt on top of the 
worms to keep them 
warm because it’s so 

cold outside. Bye! See 

you soon, worm! 


ISAIAH, 4 


The compost smells like 
coffee and dirt. I put 
orange peels in and they 
turn into dirt. 


LITTLE HORNETS TALK DIRT 


EZRAH, 5 


It's important to com- 
post so that the worms 
can eat and poop to feed 
the plants. Then the 
plants make you food. 


Credit Card Act revisions 
will impact young students 


By BENJAMIN R. SCHILTER 
bschilter@statehornet.com 


In what could be some of the 
most significant set of changes 
in the history of U.S. credit 
cards, aspects of President 
Barack Obama’ Credit Card 
Accountability, Responsibil- 
ity and Disclosure Act of 2009 
that most affect college-aged 
students are set to kick in on 
Monday. 

“With this new law, con- 
sumers will have the strong 
and reliable protections they 
deserve, Obama said on May 
22, 2009, the day he signed the 
bill into law. “We will continue 
to press for reform that is built 
on transparency, accountability, 


and mutual responsibility- 
values fundamental to the new 
foundation we seek to build for 
our economy. 

Starting Monday, credit card 
companies will no longer be 
able to market to people on 
college campuses with free of- 
fers, food and merchandise, or 
through direct mail campaigns, 
said Ben Woolsey, director of 
consumer research at Credit- 
Cards.com, a credit card com- 
parison site that helps consum- 
ers make informed decisions 
about credit cards. Credit card 
companies will also have to 
publicly disclose any marketing 
agreements with colleges and 
universities. 

Tommy Tran, senior graphic 


design major, said that while 
being offered a low annual per- 
centage rate sounds enticing, 
many students are not aware of 
how éasy it is to max out their 
credit cards. 

“(Credit card companies) try 
to offer students credit cards 
(saying) it's good for them,’ 
Tran said. “But they end up 
spending too much on it” 

Among the most significant 
changes, people under the age 
of 21 will no longer be able 
to take out credit cards under 
their own names unless they 
have co-signers, such as their 
parents. Another provision calls 
for setting monthly due dates 
at the same day each month. As 


see CREDIT| page A6 
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By BRITTANY BOTTINI 
bbottini@statehornet.com 


Worm poop has been a primary focus of the Associated Students 
Children’s Center at Sacramento State, where the 3- 5-year-olds 


have been learning to compost. 


Their efforts to go green began more than a year ago, when 
Dannah Nielsen, lead teacher of the children’s center and graduate 
counselor education student, came up with the idea to compost. 

“When I was looking online for nature-based learning ideas 
for preschoolers, there really wasn't anything, aside from coloring 
pages,” Nielsen said. “But this is a hands-on approach. They literally 


can see it go from food to dirt? 


The Children’s Center has had the garden for about seven years. 
Shortly before she began composting, Nielsen said she realized the 


need for the new soil. 


“Wed been planting flowers and I noticed the plants weren't 
growing as well,’ Nielsen said. “So my idea is to constant rotate 
composting on different plant boxes. Eventually, we will make each 


box a compost pile.” 


Each day, the children put fruit peels, leftovers from lunch and 
coffee grounds collected from the Java City in the University Union 
into a large plant box in the yard. The children are also encouraged 
to collect leftovers and worms from home to put in the pile. . 

“I like to put stuff like banana peels and pumpkin peels and cof- 
fee grounds in the compost,’ said Noah, age 4. “Composting is my 


favorite thing about day care” 


Lauren, also age 4, is another of the more regular contributors, 
Nielsen said. She brings boxes and containers of worms and food 


every day. 


Lauren, who was very focused on the worm crawling in her 
hand, said she was too busy to talk, then ran away. 
“The kids just love the worms,” Nielsen said. “And there are a 


gazillion of them in here.” 


One participant, Anjuli, 4, said the worms are her favorite part 


of composting. 


“Tm out here to try to find all of the worms I can,’ Anjuli said. 
“The worms just keep disappearing on me, but I really want to take 


care of them.” 


In addition to collecting items to compost from home, Nielsen 
said the children take part in Occupation Worm Rescue. 

“When it rains, and the worms come out, I tell the kids to grab 
the worms and bring them into the compost;’ Nielsen said. “The 
kids love it. They bring worms from home in plastic baggies and 
containers. Their parents must think this is so strange.” 

Janice Nielsen, grandmother of 2-year-old Natalie, said she ap- 
preciates the composting efforts of the children’s center. 

“I think it’s great that these children are learning to recycle and 
reuse materials,’ Janice Nielsen said. “They’re starting so young, so 
they'll be very well prepared when they are older. These kids are 
just getting smarter and smarter every day.’ 

The knowledge and enthusiasm of the children about the project 


see KIDS | page A6é 


Also see the article about single parenting in FEATURES 


SOPHIA, 3 


My favorite thing about 
the compost pile is the 
color pink. There are 
lots of colors in the 
compost pile. 


NOAH, 4 — 


The worms love me 
because I hold them a 
lot. This worm is a baby 

because it is so tiny. I'll 
put it back so it can go 
home to its parents. 
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Opportunities: 
for job seekers 


By KRISTINE GUERRA 
kguerra@statehornet.com 


Despite the economy, in- and 
out-of-state employers and 
recruiters will be at Sacramento 
State today to talk to students 
and alumni about job opportu- 
nities. 

Recruiters from retail, insur- 
ance, health and technology 
companies, state and federal 
agencies and private institutions 
will be at the Career Fair from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. today in the 
University Union Ballroom. 

“The (purpose of the) Career 
Fair is to have companies that 
have positions available come to 
Sac State,’ said Candace McGee, 


internship and student em- 
ployment program manager. 
“Students can talk to a recruiter 
and get information about the 
company.” 

The Career Fair also 
provides opportunities for 
job seekers to make a strong 
impression on employers and 
recruiters and get invited to 
job interviews. In past years, 
students and alumni had got- 
ten interviews through the 
Career Fair; a few had received 


on-the-spot job offers, McGee 


said. 
McGee said jobs vary from 
full-time, part-time, intern- 


see CAREER | page A6 
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WHAT IS RUGBY? 


Not sure? Find out in 
our audio slideshow on 
statehornet.com. 


‘ 
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BIKE COPS! 


“Bike cops, bike cops, 
whatcha gonna do, 
whatcha gonna do when 
they come for you?” 
Find out in Features. 


may aUl e-em 


WHAT'S THE BIG 
DEAL WITH FUR? 


It’s not like we're just 
throwing animals away, 
right? Julia Baum says 
were using every part 
of these animals, so it 
shouldn't be a big issue. 
Read more on A5. 


eye T al Cols wakes 


BEAUTY AND 
BRAINS 


Miss Sac County Taylor 
Butler says beauty 
queens are NOT per- 
forming monkeys in 
heels. Read her story on 
AA. 


Cea 


RACE TALK 


Is race a result of rac- 
ism or the other way 
around? Find out what 
a professor thinks on 
_statehornet.com. 


Oye aie 
statehornet.com 


THE STATE HORNET 
Issue 4 | Volume 62 | No. 18 








News SECTION 





 Wepnespay - Fesruarny 17°” 


NEWS ROUNDUP 


Sac State’s weekly news briefs and campus events 





THE STATE HORNET | STAFF 








Photo Editor 
NaHelie Vega 
(916) 278-5500 


nvega@statehornet.com 


Editor in Chief 
Todd Wilson 
(916) 278-6584 


- editor@statehornet.com 


on how to get elected and a brief discussion 
about ASI’s functions. 

For specific times and dates of the work- 
shops, contact the Office of Governmental © 
Affairs at 278-6784 or go to asi.csus.edu. 


Sacramento State student 
appointed to CSU Board 


Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger recently 
appointed Nicole Anderson, junior interna- 
tional relations major, to the California State 
University Board of Trustees. 

Anderson is one of two students appointed 
by Schwarzenegger to the 25-member board. 
As a student trustee, Anderson will be-in 
charge of advocating for student issues such as 
admissions, financial aid, student housing and 
student fees. 

For more information, go to 
statehornet.com. 
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Sorority to promote 
woman empowerment 


Online Managing Editor Graphics Editor 


In line with Black History Month, the Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority Inc. is hosting a forum 
about uplifting women. The event, titled “22 
Ways to Renew the Black Woman,’ will be 
held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. today in the Red- 
wood Room. 

Tai-Litta Rabb said the event aims to help 
women of every ethnicity become better 
people. For more information, contact 

startai3@yahoo.com. 
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ASI to host Citizenship Fair 





Associated Students Inc. will host a citizen- 
ship fair from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday in 
the Redwood Room to provide immigrants 
with information on how to earn citizenship. 

The Office of Governmental Affairs and 
immigration professionals will give informa- 
tion and advice about the voting process, 
obtaining better employment and educational 
opportunities and filling out N-400 applica- 
tions 

Check out the video of the event on 
statehornet.com. 
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University officials to pro- 
mote higher education 
within black communities | 
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CSU officials will speak to black communi- 
ties on Sunday about preparing and applying 
for college. 

CSU Chancellor Charles B. Reed will 
speak at 10 a.m. at St. Paul Missionary Baptist 
Church on 3996 14th Ave. Sacramento State 
President Alexander Gonzalez will speak at 
10 a.m. at Antioch Progressive Church on 
7650 Amherst St. Provost Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Joseph Sheley will speak at 
1] a.m. at Oak Park United Methodist Church 
on 3600 Broadway. 

Read the event coverage on 
statehornet.com. 
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ASI hosts workshops for 
possible candidates | 
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‘‘We have never been in a crisis before of this proportion. The biggest challenge is people not understanding the budget crisis,”’ 
Joseph Sheley, provost and vice-president of Academic Affairs | 


Faculty concerned at town hall, Gonzalez still optimistic 


Hayano also discussed pos- the frustrations of students and 
sible budget scenarios for next 
school year. 

The budget proposal calls 
for a reduction in enrollment 
by 10.8 percent while meeting 
enrollment targets. This would 
also decrease the university's 
revenue. As a result, students 
would see a 10 percent increase 
in student fees starting in fall 
2010. 

Based on these assumptions, 
the university is expecting a 
$26 million deficit gap next 
year partially due to the enroll- 
ment decrease. However, this is 
considered to be a worst-case 
scenario. 

The university budget’s two 
components are the state's 
general fund appropriation and 
student fee revenue. When these 
two decrease, so does funding 
to the system. 

“Our general budget dropped 
off dramatically by over $40 
million,’ Gonzalez said in his 
reasoning about the deficit. 

’ Gonzalez discussed in further — 
detail CSU Chancellor Charles 
Reed's Feb. 4 announcement 
about allocating the remain- 
ing one-time federal stimulus 
funds, totaling $50.9 million, of 
which $3 million will go to Sac 
State. This will be used to fund 
nearly 500 courses this fall. 

Last semester, the CSU 


in the CSU is an investment in 
California.’ | 

Gonzalez said he plans to 
make continuous updates on 
the budget situation as the 
semester progresses. He added. 

. that the University Budget 
Advisory Committee will make 
another presentation in the 
summer. } 

Gonzalez also stated he has 
reached out to alumni, faculty, 
Associated Students Inc. and 
unions, as well as the Legisla- 
ture, to help address the univer- 
sity budget issues. There are 
also plans for a Joint Advocacy Se 
Day to bring together the CSU, 
University of California, and the 
California Community Colleges 
because all three tiers of Cali- 
fornias higher education system 
are dealing with proposed cuts. 

“We are engaged in aggres- 
sive advocacy efforts to bring 
resources to our campus, 
Gonzalez said. 

Despite all of this; certain 

- members of the audience 

showed doubts and lack of 
confidence in Gonzalez. 

Biological studies professor 
Juanita Barrena said she was 
concerned whether the deci- 
sions being made would benefit ° 
the university and the com- 
munity. 

Gonzalez tried to lessen any 
doubts people might have by 


faculty members. Provost and 
Vice President of Academic Af- 
fairs Joseph Sheley, who joined 
Gonzalez in the discussion, also 
shared this sentiment. 

“We have never been in a 
crisis before of this proportion, 
Sheley said. “The biggest chal- 

Jenge is people not understand- 
ing the budget crisis.” 

Both Gonzalez and Sheley 


emphasized the need for those 








who are concerned about the 
budget to make their voices 
heard by contacting elected . . 
officials and members of the 
Legislature and demand full 
. funding for the CSU. 
Gonzalez said he remains 


optimistic, although the CSU is 


Pn 


“facing an uphill battle.” 

“There is some hope out 
there,’ he said. “Ultimately, what 
it comes down to are the people. 
It's our students, it's our staff, it's 


our faculty.’ 


What we can expect 
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By KALIE BARNES- YOUNG 
kbarnesyoung@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State President 
Alexander Gonzalez expressed 
hope and optimism despite. 
growing concetns from faculty 
members regarding the budget 
cuts during the town hall meet- 
ing on Feb. 9. 

The meeting highlighted 
Californias ongoing budget 


Sac State. 

“Obviously, California is in a 
crisis. I don’t have to repeat it} 
Gonzalez said. | 

But repeat it he did, empha- 
sizing many times the “tough” 
state of the economy and the 
“difficult” times facing students, 
faculty and staff. 

Although students were at 
the forefront of the discussion, 
there were only about a dozen 


Hall’s Music Recital Hall, com- 

pared with the larger number of 

staff and faculty members. 
Budget Planning and Ad- 


' ministration Associate Vice 


President Stacey Hayano said 
that even with the restoration of 
$305 million in one-time cuts to 
the California State University, 
as Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
proposes, funding will still be 
below the 2006-07 level. 


$25.6 million. 

Gonzalez then talked about 
what he plans to do and what he 
has done so far to address the 
budget crisis. 

Gonzalez said he will be going 
to Washington, D.C., this spring 
to meet with members of Con- 
gress to advocate for funding for 
Sac State. 

“We have to stay focused on 
the future of the university,’ 
Gonzalez said. “An investment 


nia Faculty Association, said he 
doubts the planned budget cuts 
will benefit the university in the 
long run. 

“T find the plan less than de- 
sirable,’ Wehr said, adding that 
prioritizing instruction should 
come first. . 

He also.said that despite the 
creation of the motto “Leader- 
ship Begins Here,’ Gonzalez has 
not shown “any real leadership.” 

Gonzalez said he is aware of 


¢ A 10 percent 
increase in 
student fees 

¢ A $26 million 
deficit gap , 

e A total budget 
reduction of more 
than $40 million | 
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Program donations on the rise in spite of poor economy 


By CAHIL BHANJI 
cbhanji@statehornet.com 


Despite Californias poor 
economy, donations to the Cali- 
fornia State University system 
were strong for 2008-09. 

In 2008-09, $366 million in 
charitable donations were given 
to the CSU system, according 
to a press release by the CSU 
systems Public Affairs office. 
The amount donated was unex- 
pected because of the negative 
economic climate. 

“A down economy means 
people have less discretionary 
dollars for all uses, including 
donations,’ said Erik Fallis, 
spokesman for the CSU chan- 
cellor. “These funds are crucial 
to success of the programs and 
purposes to which they are 
designated.” 

The largest donations come 
from organizations such as 
corporations, foundations and 
charitable entities such as the 
United Way, Fallis said. 

“Gift receipts from individu- 
als totaled $116.5 million, with 
nearly a third of that coming 
from CSU alumni,’ Fallis said. 

A growing motivation for the 





donations came from donors 
trying to help university.pro- 
grams they were interested in 
from being hurt by the budget 
cuts. 

Specific Interest funds are 
funds that are donated with 
an attached purpose, such as 
money for athletics or new 
instruments for the music 
program. 


Breakdown of charitable 

gifts according to 2008-09 

External Annual Report 

e 98 percent designated 
to’ specific interests 


as identified by the 
donor. 

$6.5 million received 
was available for use 
at the university’s 
discretion. 


Unrestricted donations are 
important because they offset 
needs the university has where 
it doesn't see many donations. 
Those funds are discretionary 
based on where the campus 
needs are not being met. 

More than 38 percent of the 


individual totals of donations, 


or $44 million, came from 
CSU alumni and their various 
alumni-membership dues also 
and donations according to 
the 2008-09 annual external 
support 

“Grants and contracts play 
a significant role. For 2008-09 
the CSU received $1.5 billion in 
operating grants and contracts 
revenue. Federal grants report- 
ed include student financial aid 
of $423 million in Pell Grants, 
$11.5 million in State Educa- 
tional Opportunity Grants, 
and $16 million for work study 
programs, Fallis said. 

Specifically donating to 
Sacramento State is a different 
process than donating straight 
to a university. Often donations 
to specific universities come 
from some kind of relationship 
to the campus. 

“Our efforts to engage our 
alumni, friends of the univer- 
sity, foundations and corpora- 
tions in providing philanthropic 
support has truly paid off - as 
seen by the amount of private 
monies that have been raised 
in the last years,’ said Associate 
Vice President of Development 
Vince Sales. 


Besides the usual monetary 
donations, Sac State received 
many gifts in other forms, Sales 
said. 

The works from Sac State 
alumnus Wayne Thiebaud were 
donated to the university, from 
an anonymous donor, and are 
valued at more than $1.38 mil- 
lion. The works are on display 
in the Library Gallery. 

With the negative effects 
of furloughs and the harsh 
economic climate, donations to 
the universities are becoming 
increasingly important. 

“Private donations are 
integral to pursue the ‘level 
of excellence’ that institutions 
require, creating a richer and 
more dynamic university, Sales 
wrote in an e-mail. 

One of Sac State's biggest 
fundraising tools is the phone- 
a-thon. At the phone-a-thon, 
current Sac State students call 
alumni asking for pledges to the 
university. 

“We have many alumni 
that still care about Sac State. 
Despite the down economy, 
they haven't puft us on the back 
burner,’ said senior kinesiol- 
ogy major Shante Johnson, a 


Funds donated to programs 
Academic programs: $77.2 million 
Endowments (primarily for student scholarships): $39 million 
Facilities construction: $25 million 
Public service programs: $23.8 million 
Irrevocable deferred gifts: $17 million 
Student scholarships (not through endowments): $15.2 million 


Athletics: $14.4 million 


Applied research: $9.6 million 


- Faculty compensation: $2.5 million 
‘Physical plant operations: $1.9 million 


Library operations: $1.6 million 


Designations for other university needs: $26.7 million 


Unrestricted: $6.5 million 


student adviser to the phone- 
a-thon. 3 

“What is a positive experi- 
ence for me is being able to 
make a positive connection 
with an alumni and tell them 
how great the campus still is,” 
Johnson said. 

The phone-a-thon has pro- 
vided consistent fundraising for 
the last 10 years and there are 
many alumni who donate.on a 
consistent basis every time they 
call, Johnson said: During the 
spring semester, the phone-a- 
thon focuses on calling alumni 
from each of the seven colleges, 





and all the money raised will be 
donated back to that depart- 
ment. 

The impact of the economy 
on donations has yet to be de- 
termined, but early speculations 
don't offer any promises of the 
2009-10 year to be a repeat of 
the previous one. 

“The recession continues to 
impact philanthropy in 2009- 
10,’ Fallis said. “Most campuses 
are experiencing either further 
decline in giving or flat results 
for the current year” 





Former president of Sac State documents history of CSU 





CourTEsy PHOTO 


Don Gerth 


By TIMOTHY SANDOVAL 
tsandoval@statehornet.com 


When Don Gerth retired as 
president from Sacramento 
‘State, he could have become a 
trustee professor, and perhaps 
taught a class or two while col- 
lecting two to three years worth 
of salary. 

Instead, Gerth opted to have 
the California State University 
pay for the cost of writing a his- 
tory of the CSU. 

“T think it is reflective of his 
dedication,’ said Tim Hod- 
son, executive director of the 
Center for California Studies at 
Sac State, whose office cut the 
checks for Gerth from the chan- 
cellor’s office while he wrote the 
book. “Hes basically spent his 
whole adult life working for the 
CSU, and he wanted to make 
sure there was history of it.’ 

“The Peoples University” 

















captures the CSU from its first 
campus in San Francisco in 
1857 until the present, with 23 
campuses, which serve more 
than 50,000 students. 

“There is a quite a history to 
the California State University 
system, Gerth said. “And it’s an 
exciting history.’ 


and the fact that some legisla- 
tors viewed San Francisco to be 
a “city of sin,’ ultimately led to 
the school moving to San Jose 
in 1862, the same site where 
San Jose State is today. 

Many ¢itizens movements 
later created other campuses 
across different regions of Cali- 


co State and CSU Dominguez 
Hills, a career in the CSU that 
spans more than four decades. 
Nancy Shulock, professor 
and executive director for the 
Institute of Higher Learning 
and Policy at Sac State, said 
because of his firsthand experi- 
ence and knowledge of the 


book,’ Shulock said. “He's given 
his life to the California State 
University.” 

Gerth said he most enjoyed 
his time as a university presi- 
dent. 

“It's wonderful to be on a 
campus, Gerth said. “There are 
students are all over and the 
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covers the negotiations of the 
Master Plan for Higher Educa- 
tion, which Gerth experienced 
firsthand. 

At the behest of Glen 
Dumpke, a lead negotiator 
of the Master Plan, Gerth 
conducted research into the 
best way to evaluate incoming 
admissions into the CSU. In 
this role, Gerth came to know 
all of the parties involved in the 
negotiations. 

Gerth explains in the book 
that the birth of the CSU came 
about when the state Legislature 
determined the state needed 
institutions of higher education 
in the second half of the 1800s, 
Gerth said. | 

‘The legislature undertook the 
financing of a school that was 
being built in San Francisco, 
but a small earthquake that 
destroyed some of the school, 


A Directory of 
_ Sacramento Churches 


Newman Catholic Community 


fornia as well. 

This distinction of creating 
colleges to serve certain regions 
of the state, Gerth-said, is the 
major reason why he consid- 
ers the CSU system to offer the 
“people's” universities. 

“It’s a different kind of uni- 
versity, Gerth said. “Our focus 
in many ways is on California, 
and on the regions and people 
of California.’ 

Gerth said friends urged him 
to write the book, and he felt a 
need to write it because of his 
commitment as a scholar. 

Gerth was president of Sac 
State for 19 years when he 
retired in 2003, the longest run 
for any president in the univer- 
sitys history. Previously, Gerth 


served as a professor of political 


science at.San Francisco State, 
worked in chancellor’s office 
and served as president of Chi- 





2 


Sundays: 9:30 and 11:15 2 » a 


Religious education for children & teens 1 


4 


Unitarian Universalist 
Masses Society of Sacramento 
Sunday: 9am-10:30am Open Hearts, Open Minds 
Student Mass: 7:30pm 
Mass/Dinner/Activities Child care available at both services 
for students: 
Wednesday: 6:30pm at early service only 
5900 Newman Court’ 2425 Sierra Blvd. - just 2 miles from CSUS 
Sacramento, CA 95879 916-483-9283 
916.454.4188 










Visit our website at: 







7.6511 x109 





www.SacCampusHope.com 
Sontact Pastor Steve Alred at: 


Visit our website at www.uuss.org 


(disciples of christ) 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 


3901 Folsom Blvd. 
(916) 452-7661 





Advertise Your Church Services: (916) 278-5587 _ 


First Christian Church 


A progressive Church 
Where faith meets action 


Wednesday Bible Study 6:00am 


Sacramento, CA. 95819 


www.fccsacramento.com 











subject, Gerth was a good can- 
didate for writing the history. 


“T don't think he could have 
retired until he wrote this 


philosophy, which recognized 
Sac State as connected to the 
region and the capitol. 

“People erroneously think of 





the CSU as a secondary UC,’ 
Shulock said. “Gerth said we are 
a regional university, and our 
region happens to be the state 
capital.” 

Under Gerth, the Center for 
California Studies and the state 
government fellowship pro- 
grams were expanded, Shulock 
said. 

Hodson said Gerth really 
believed in the mission of the 


CSU as regional university. 


“He believed we werent a 
stepchild of the UCs,” Hodson 
said. “That we were different 
but just as good, but we had 
particular mandate in produc- 
ing an educated workforce for 
the state of California.” 
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Student crowned as Miss Sac County 


By KALIE BARNES- YOUNG 
kbarnesyoung@statehornet.com 


Ever since she was a little girl, 
Taylor-Paige Butler has always 
dreamed of being on the beauty 
pageant circuit. Today, Butler, 

a junior business major who 
specializes in accounting at 
Sacramento State, is living out 
her dreams. _ 

On Jan. 23, Butler was 
crowned Miss Sacramento 
County 2010 at Inderkum High 
School in Natomas. 

“It was probably the best day 
of my life,’ said Butler about her 
win. “It's literally a dream come 
true.” 

The pageant wasn't Butler's 
first taste of winning. In 2009, 
she won the. Mis§ Lake County 
pageant, which enabled her 
to compete for the Miss 


California title. She'll rr 


be competing again 
for the title this July 
in Fresno, this | 
time represent- f 
ingSacramento ~ 
County. Be 
Butler first ¥ | 
began com- et 
peting in 
pag- 
eants 
when 


she 





was 17. 
Her 
first 
pageant 
was the 
Miss Lake 
County pageant 
in 2007. She 
did not win 
the first time 
around, but 
won the title 
two years 
later. 










However, being in pageants 
doesn't only involve walking 
across a stage in evening gowns 
and bathing suits, she stresses. 
Weeks and even months of 
practicing and preparation go 
into each pageant she partici- 
pates in. 

Butler began biweekly 
practices prior to the Miss 
Sacramento County pageant 
that including walking, mock 
interviews and more. 

“How much work you put 
into it depends on how well you 
want to do,’ she said. 

And don't forget the “smarts.” 
Butler counters any negative 
stereotypes of pageant queens 
perpetuated in the media. Pag- 
eant participates “aren't stupid,’ 
Butler said. 

“To do the interviews and on- 

stage questions, you have to 
be smart and up-to-date 
with current events,’ 
Butler said. 
Her intelli- 
gence and the 
months of 


have 
paid 
off for 
Butler, 
who 


has 


Ee 


ae 


















amassed nearly $5,000 in 
scholarship money. She uses the 
money to pay for her Sac State 


* tuition. 


“It's not just a beauty pag- 
eant, it's a scholarship pro- 
gram, she said. 

Though she spends a lot of 
time preparing for pageants, 
Butler finds a way to balance 
pageant life with her personal 
life. One of her many: passions 
outside of pageantry is her 
sorority, Delta Gamma. ‘The 
sorority is planning a trip to 
Fresno in the summer to sup- 
port their sister as she competes 
for Miss California. 

Alexina Clarke, junior biol- 
ogy major and Butler's “big sis” 
at Delta Gamma, said everyone 
at the sorority is “very proud” 
of Butler winning the Miss 
Sacramento County 
title. Clarke had 

nothing but praise 
for her “little sis” 
saying, “Shes as gor- 
geous on the inside as 
she is on the outside.” 

In addition to her soror- 
ity, Butles is passionate 

about playing 

guitar. Butler taught 
herself how to play the 
guitar at 15 after knowing how 
to play the piano for 10 years. 
She and her sister Quincey, a 
criminal justice major at Sac 
State, started a band in which 
Butler plays lead guitar. 

The Butler sisters are often 










' mistaken for twins, not only 


for their physical resemblance, 
but also for how close they are 
emotionally. 
“It was almost like I had 
won, Quincey said about 
seeing her sister win the Miss 
Sacramento County title. 
“I don't know what I would 
do without Tay. She inspires 
me and encourages me to be 
confident.” . 
Butler finds encourage- 
ment in her sister as well. A 
day before the Miss Sac- 
ramento Cotnty pageant, 
Quincey had given her sister 
a pep talk in which she said, 
“Let everyone see what we 





CouRTESY PHOTO 


Taylor-Paige Butler 
smiles as she is crowned 
Miss Sacramento County. 


see in you.’ 

Family serves as a driv- 
ing force for Butler. Her 
grandmother was a mer- 
chandise model in the 1950s. 
She passed away last year 
before she was able to see her 
granddaughter win the Miss 
Sacramento County crown, 
but Butler said she would have 
been “really proud” if she had 
lived to see it. Butler also ex- 
pressed that she feels as if she’s 
carrying on her grandmoth- 
ers “legacy” by participating 
in pageants, because this was 
a common link between them. 

Butler said one of her | 
favorite things about being 
involved in pageants is the 
opportunity to perfect herself 
as an individual. 

“I think she won because 


“she really embraced herself 


and is a good all-around role 
model,’ her sister said. 

With preparations for 
the Miss California pageant 
already under way, Butler is 
optimistic about her chances, 
believing that having been 
there before will give her a 
“leg up” in’ the competition. 

Without optimism, you can 
only go so far, Butler believes. 

“If you really want some- 
thing bad enough, you should 
do everything to get it,’ Butler 
said. “It may sound cliché, but 
believe ih yourself and you 
can do anything.” 
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Blog opportunity 


for student voices 


By CAHIL BHANJI 
cbhanji@statehornet.com 


The California State Univer- 
sity has created a new forum 
for members of the CSU com- 
munity to voice their opinions 
and concerns. 

The new blog, “CSU Voices 
and Opinions,’ is.hosted on 
the CSU website and available 
to students, faculty and staff 
across all 23 campuses. 

“People have a CSU'story to 
tell, especially stories related 
to educational quality, access 
for students, university impact 
on California and environ- 
mental sustainability,’ said 
Erik Fallis, spokesman for the 
CSU chancellor's office. 

Fallis said the blog is 
intended for a wide audience 
of people both directly and 
indirectly related to the CSU 
system. 

“The CSU story is told every 
day, through many voices,” 
according to the first entry 
from the CSU Public Affairs 
team. -With 450,000 students 
and 48,000 employees, the 
university encompasses more 
diverse viewpoints than ever 
before in its history.” 

The blog was created as an 
opportunity for students to 
share their stories and views, 
Fallis said. 

The CSU blog comes at a 
time when the discontent- 
ment of students and faculty 
is no secret. , 

“Is this a means for students 
to vent as to not take it out 
on the head honchos of the 
CSU systems?” said Vinnie 
Guidera, junior communica- 
tion studies major. “If theyre 
making an effort for people to 
hear about this, it's not going 
well.” 

Guidera is an aware Internet 


user. He checks his e-mail and 
social networks several times 
throughout the day and visits 
other websites. Guidera has 
received previous notifications 








from the CSU system though 
e-mail, postal mail, and even 
pays attention to the various fli- 
ers posted around campus, yet 
has not heard anything about 
the new blog despite the press 
release from Pubic Affairs 

“It's of absolutely no interest 
to me, Guidera said. “If I felt 
like talking about school Id do 
it directly to my friends.” 

So far the blog has only four 
entries and one comment, all 
from CSU staff or faculty; but it 
is open to entries from students 
across all 23 campuses. 

The blog has four different 
categories to tag the posts un- 
der: Access for Students, Edu- 
cational Quality, Environmental 
Sustainability and Impact on 
California. 

Jeri Echeverria, the CSU 
executive vice chancellor and 
chief academic officer, posted 
a video on the blog about her 
college experience. 

“So often when youre 21 
or 19 we have a tendency as I 
did when I was 19 or21 that if 
something didn't happen when 
I thought it should happen, that 
my life was over. Now that I’m 
63, I understand there is a lot 
of life to live,” Echeverria said. 
“Things need to be taken in 
perspective; we need to take the 
long view. Everybody gets stuck 
every once in a while.” 

Sac State does not have its 
own blog; San Diego State 
University’s blog is run by its 
marketing and communication 
program. It has hosted several 
entries varying from student 
reactions to social issue discus- 
sions. | 

Currently the blog is be- 
ing used as an outlet for Rich 
Pickett, San Diego State's chief 
information officer, to docu- 
ment his volunteering in Haiti. 
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This time last year, The 
State Hornet ran an edito- 
rial calling for an initiative 


to deal with issues of race, 


ethnicity and inequity in our 
nation. 

The same week that editori- 
al ran, U.S. Attorney General 
Eric Holder said it was time 
for America to have an “hon- 
est” discussion about race. 

Yet we have seen no 
concerted efforts made on 
a national level to get those 
discussions started. 

We will reiterate the point 
we made last year. Just 
because we have elected our 
first black president doesn't 
mean we are now living in a 
post-racial society. 

Even a cursory glance at 
national news stories from 
the past year show this to be 
the case. 

Since the election of Barack 
Obama to the presidency, 


cum. JPINION 
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the Southern Poverty Law 
Center has documented a 
dramatic rise in membership 
of white supremacist and ° 
other hate groups. 

A large part of the confir- 
mation hearings of Supreme 
Court Justice Sonya Soto- 
mayor questioned her ability 
as a Latina woman to remain 
fair and impartial in her 
decisions. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev., was 
widely chastised for com- 
ments he had made during 
the presidential campaign in 
which he said Obama had a 
chance of becoming the first 
black president because he 
was light-skinned and didnt 
speak with a “negro dialect.’ 

Last year, we suggested 
that Sacramento State, as the 


“Major university of the most 


diverse city in the nation, 
was an ideal place to get the 


EDITORIAL 


TIME TO START THE CONVERSATION 


ball rolling. 

In that vein, we would like 
to highlight two events at Sac 
State in the next week the 
campus community should 
attend. 

The first is “Race, Sex and 
Tattoos: The Kip Fulbeck 
Experience, which takes 
place at 7 p.m. Thursday in 
the University Union. 

Fulbeck, a professor of 
visual media at UC Santa 
Barbara, writer and spoken- 
word artist, will be talking 
about his experience in our 
society as someone of mixed 
ethnicity. Fulbeck is of 
English, Welsh and Chinese 
descent. 

Fulbeck said he was 
inspired to begin exploring 
these issues when he was fill- 
ing out applications and was 
asked to “check one box” on 
the question of ethnic iden- 
tity. He wasn't sure which to 


choose. Which side of his 
family should he deny? 

Ironically, our first “black” 
president finds himself in the 
same situation. This was a 
point Obama made time and 
again on the campaign trail. 

This event is the first in a 
series of events focusing on 
mixed heritage being put on 
by the Multi-Cultural Center 
in the coming year. 

The Hornet wishes to 
extend its kudos to the center 
for tackling a topic that has 
never been discussed much 
in a society where we iden- 
tify ourselves largely in terms 
of race, ethnicity, heritage 
and gender. 

The second event, the Mor- 
ris League Honorary Negro 
League Game, takes place at 
1 p.m. Sunday at McAuliffe 
Field, across the street from 
Sac State. 

This is the third year 
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A message from The Sac State Coalition _ 
Breakdown of the Higher Education Budget Cuts (2009/10) 


By: The Sac State Coalition 


The purpose of this informational leaflet is to educate Sac State Students about how exactly the Higher 
Education Budget Cuts have affected us this year. 






Students 
Voices: 
“What happened 

to our former 
slogan? Students 
first! Now it’s 
Administration 
first...” 


State Legislature 


CSU 


Student Fees have increased by 182% since 2002. See bar 
graph below... 


In the past 2 years they’ve cut higher education by more than $1 Billion. 
Cutting $584 Million this year alone... : 






CSU Sacramento 


200 Teachers have been laid off 
since Fall of 2008. 

This has resulted in hundreds of 

classes being cut, Which means: 


“Budget cuts mean to me: I will 


never reach the American Dream; 
it’s the limits that I will become.” 


“Education means independence. As a 
mother of two, it is very important to me to 


Students at Sac State 
Delayed Grad. Rates 



















“It was nice not 
being a slave to 
debt...” 


“Higher education means to 
me a better chance at a 
better life. It means I can 
take my knowledge and 
share it with others who are 
unable to; not only here in 
the U.S. but everywhere.” 





Higher Debt 2 Pe ee ee 
Or The of 
Loss of $2,500 
AaDegree $2,000 
$1,500 3. 


set an example for our children in becoming ‘ 


a productive and contributing member of 
society. That opportunity is now being 


taking from me.” 


Save Our Education!!! 





The Sac State Coalition- 4 coalition of Sacramento based students, teachers, and individuals organizing and advocating for 
all students against fee increases, mandated furloughs, decreased class offerings, closed enrollments & other issues they face in 
an effort to preserve the accessibility, affordability and quality of higher education in the State of California. 


March 2" “Higher Education (Un)Fair” 
| 11:30 am Library Quad 


Join the Sac State Coalition: 


March 4"" “Student-Faculty Teach-In” 
] lam-lpm State Capitol North Steps (L Street Side) 


March 22"° “March to the Capitol” 
State Capitol to meet 1,000’s of other students and faculty 


brothers Dominic and 
Donte Morris are putting 
on the event. Members of 
the Morris League field two 
teams that dress and play 
in the style of teams from 
the Negro Leagues. Former 


Negro League players attend ~ 


the event, and this year the 
brothers are hoping to have 
current Major League players 
in attendance. | 

The Morris brothers are the 
quintessential American suc- 


cess story. Unable to make 


the Sac State baseball team 
as freshmen, they decided to 
start their own league so that 
they didn't have to give up 
playing organized ball. 

In the three years of its 
existence, their league had 
grown by leaps and bounds 
from two to 10 teams. 

Despite their success, both 
brothers have questioned as 
blacks how American they 
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really are. 

In a Nov. 20, 2008, Hornet 
article, the brothers said they 
never felt that the American 
dream as presented in their 
public school education was 
open to them. 

And the game itself is 
always a fun day of baseball 
that highlights a dark time in 
our history when blacks were 
denied the ability to play our 
national pastime based on 
the color of their skin. 

Like last year, the Hornet 
suggests members of the 
campus community attend 
these events and strike up 
an open honest conversation 
about these issues with those 
around them. » 

It's just talking; what have 
you got to lose? 

From the Hornet's perspec- 
tive, we all stand to gain a lot 
from these types of conversa- 
tions. 





STATE HORNET OPINION ONLINE 
Valentine’s Day is full of it 





PODCAST > 


Valentine's Day is just an 
excuse to sell crap. No 
joke. One man sold feces 
as a V-day present. Hear 
about it Thursday at 
statehornet.com 


Fur: It’s only 








By JULIA BAUM 
jbaum@statehornet.com 


The fur is flying between 
Olympic figure skater Johnny 
Weir and animal rights activists. 
A little tuft of white Arctic fox 
fur on his costume during his 


free skate performance at the 


US. Figure Skating Champion- 
ships in January has raised the 
ire of the animal rights group 
Friends of Animals. 

“When Johnny Weir put that 
white fur on his costume ... 
(He) mocked the animals he 
adorned his costume with,” 
said Priscilla Feral, president of 
Friends of Animals, an animal 
rights activist group. 

I don't own fur, but I eat meat 
and wear leather. 

Does this mean I condone 
animal cruelty? 

No. 

In fact, a month ago I was ar- 
guing against fur with a friend 
of mine and began to wonder: 
What's the big deal? 

I understand why Friends 
of Animals and other animal 
rights advocates protest wearing 
fur. 

They argue that animals 
raised in fur farms are only 
killed for their skins and the 


- rest of the carcass is wasted. 


Most of these advocates are 
consistent about practicing 
what they preach, but I get ir- 
ritated by the hypocrisy of meat 
eaters who consider it cruel to 
wear fur. 


Ultimately, it’s going to come - 


down to how you feel about 
killing other living creatures 
for your benefit - but there is 
a belief that wearing leather is 
better than fur. | 

Feral said that leather is more 
socially accepted because it is 
a byproduct of people eating 
the meat for which the cow is 
slaughtered. 

Teresa Platt, director of Fur 
Commission USA, a nonprofit 
fur trade association, said many 
of the animal remains from a 


cruel to waste 


fur farm are fed to other do- 
mesticated animals. 

“Waste is expensive, you 
try to reduce it as much as 
possible,’ Platt said. “Youd be 
surprised how much is left over 
(of pigs).” 

So even though humans don’t 
eat the rest of the animal, it is 
being eaten by other animals. In 
addition to providing pelts, the 
remains yield byproducts like 
protein meal and mink oil. 

How's that for recycle, reduce, 
reuse? 

And if you've been trekking to 
class in Ugg boots this winter, 
then guess what? 

You're wearing fur because 
shearling is the pelt of a sheep 
that still has all of the hairs 
attached. 

“I find a lot of people say ‘T 
don't wear fur, and then they're 
wearing Ugg boots,” Platt said. 
“You got this real disconnect 
with what we're wearing and 
what were eating and how it’s 
produced.” 

My grandfather was a rancher 
his entire life. 

He bred, raised and slaugh- 
tered his own sheep and turkey 


_ for holiday dinners, in addi- 


tion to raising rabbits used for 
glaucoma research. 

He had respect for the 
animals he raised, regardless of 
their intended purpose. 

And when it was time for 
dinner, he made the animal’s 
slaughter as quick and painless 
as he could. 

It is from him that I learned 
we are the rulers of the animal 
kingdom, but we still owe them 
a good life and quick death. - 

The fur industry has a vol- 
untary labeling program called 
Origin Assured, which assures 
people buying fur that it is from — 
a country with production 
regulations and standards. 

For someone buying an 
Origin Assured mink coat, this 
means they can be confident 
that the animals were put down 
humanely, as Platt said gassing 


‘is the most common method 


used for minks. 

It's the rough equivalent of 
buying certified organic beef or 
conflict-free diamonds, if you 
will. 

Despite how all of this might 
seem, I'm not trying to encour- 


age anyone to buy fur. 
. But for what it's worth, Platt 


said beaver makes a great steak. 
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CREDIT: Co-signers now required |KIDS: Nature- 
based learning 
for preschoolers 


Continued | page Al 


of now, credit balance due dates 
are set from 14 to 21 days after 
a previous payment has been 
made. 

“It's hard to keep track of the 
payment day,’ Tran said. “It's a 
great idea (so) we-never miss 
the date.” 

Currently, anyone over 
the age of 18 may apply for a 
credit card, and each credit card 
company determines verifying a 
cardholder's ability to pay back 
the credit. 

Under the new guidelines, 
anyone younger than 21 must 
get written permission from a 
parent, guardian or spouse to 
increase the credit line of an 
existing account, or to get a new 
account. They will also need a 
co-signer to assume the liability 


on the card if they are unable 
to pay the bill, unless they can 
prove their financial ability to 
pay back the card balance on 
their own. 

Ronnie Nurss, senior interna- 
tional communications major, 
said he sees a huge problem 
with credit card companies 
pitching offers to college and 
university students, and said 
restricting their activities on 
campus is a “smart” idea. 

“Most of us are already piling 
up in student debt; why do we 
need all these credit cards?” 
Nurss said. “I don't think 
our people (understand) the 
concept of interest. With our 
generation, we have no concept 
of earning before consuming. 
We just consume and consume: 

A growing source of rev- 
enue for banks — fees — will be 


> 


reduced, according to the law. 
‘The new law will limit up- 
front fees to 25 percent of the 
cardholder's credit limit during 
his or her first year on the new 
a¢count. Card companies will 
also be limited in when they 
can increase interest rates on 
existing balances. If cardhold- 
ers pay their bills on time and 
do not exceed the credit limit, 
they may get their interest rates 
reduced after six months. 

“It's a new day in credit cards 
— both for consumers as well as 
banks and credit card issuers,’ 
Woosley said. 

Despite the new restrictions 
placed on credit card issuers, 
Congress said this was by no 
means a form of punishment or 
antagonism. 

“(Credit cards) are a valuable 
vehicle for many people,’ said 


Sen. Chris Dodd, D-Ct., dur- 
ing a May 2009 Senate hearing 
on the bill. “It is when these 
vehicles are being abused by 
the issuers at the expense of 
consumers when we must step 
in and change the rules,and 
that is what we are doing with 
this legislation” 

Even with all these safe- 
guards in place, Tran said the 
best protection from extra 
credit card payments is to 
pay the balance in full every 
month. 

“I always pay in full pay- 
ment; I never pay in the 
minimum amount,’ Tran said. 
“That way, they will charge 
you; so why not pay in full 
so youre done with it? The 
more you keep (a recurring 
balance), the more you have 
to pay for them.” 





CAREER: Opens doors to students 
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ships, cooperative education 
and volunteer work. Employ- 
ers include private companies 
and institutions such as Apple, 
Chevron, Enterprise, Kai- 

sér, Blue Shield and Stanford 
University, and government 
agencies such as the California 
Department of Transportation 
and U.S. Forest Service. 

Senior business major Joseph 
Ross, who had participated in 
the Career Fair before, said it 
provides networking opportu- 
nities for students. 

“Students can get a better 
idea of what is out there,’ Ross 
said. “It's more of (an) informa- 
tional (event), where students 
learn about the different career 
paths, contacts, information 
and opportunity.’ 

Ross said recruiters were 
welcoming and candid about 
whether the jobs they were of- 
fering are suitable for students. 

He said he hopes there would 





be more employers at the fair. 

“Officially, the recession 
has ended, so hopefully more 
employers will come to recruit,’ 
Ross said. “Last year, the Career 
Fair wasn't too optimistic.” 

‘There are, however, fewer 
employers participating in the 
Career Fair this semester. Sixty- 
six employers are registered 
for the fair, compared to about 
100 that came to Sac State in 
previous years or during good 
economic times. 

Still, participating in the Ca- 
reer Fair is a benefit for students 
and alumni because recruiters 
will not only talk about cur- 
rent jobs, but also future job 
availabilities, McGee said. She 
added that companies and state 
departments that had laid off 
employees will eventually need 
to hire new employees. 

“Other companies are pre- 
paring for the future, which can 
be a year from now, McGee 
said. 

Although certain companies 





do not have positions available 


for students or recent graduates 


and are not coming back for 
this semester's Career Fair, oth- 
ers seem. to be doing better. 

The Stanford University Po- 
lice Department, for instance, 
was not as affected by the 
recession as public agencies and 
institutions and has been hiring 
continuously, said recruiter 
Robert Contreras. 

“I think we've been able to 
get through this whole mess,’ 
Contreras said. “We are hiring 
and we never wepiee even last 
year. 

The Stanford University 
Police Department, which has 
participated in the Career Fair 
in the last two years, is look- 
ing to fill the deputy sheriff, 
network developer and civilian 
ES Sipe 

“(We're offering) generally 
full-time employment because 
the deputy sheriff position is a 
full-time position, but this time 
around, we have part-time posi- 


and — “pees ee 
MP We ag emer, 


tions as well,” Contreras said. 

Contreras said they're 
looking for well-rounded 
individuals and applicants do 
not need to be criminal justice 
majors. For the deputy sheriff 
position, candidates should be 
at least 21 years old. 

The Career Fair also 
provides opportunities for 

students and alumni to 

start applying for jobs early, 
especially for jobs that require 
long application processes, 
McGee said. 

Last semester, about 1,500 
students participated in the 
Career Fair. Because more 
student and college gradu- 
ates are looking for jobs, the 
Career Center is expecting the 
same kind of turnout, if not 
more, McGee said. __ 

“It's good for students and 


it’s good for us ... and recruit- 
ers do call back,” he said. 





OR A $500 GIFT CARD! | 


Rosert Lincoi State Hornet 


Children from the Children’s Center pile orange peels 
and coffee grounds onto the compost pile. 


poop. And, you know, I actually 
don't mind playing with it” 

The children also do crafts 
projects with recycled materials, 
such as hanging mobiles for the 

babies. 

“Their education starts now. 
This knowledge makes a differ- 
ence as to what they decide to. 
drop on the ground,’ Dannah 
Nielsen said. “They'll carry this 
with them forever.’ 


Continued | page Al 


often surprises her, Dannah 
Nielsen said. 

“One time I was eating an 
apple. When I was done, I was 
getting ready to throw it away 
and my daughter said, “No, 
no! We have to bring it for 
the worms!” Dannah Nielsen 
said. 

Before lunch time, the chil- 
dren brought a large plastic 
bucket filled with leftover 
table scraps to the compost 
pile. Dannah Nielsen poured 
the contents on the pile and 
put the children to work. 

“I have the kids spread 
the scraps around,’ Dannah 
Nielsen said. “If the kids dig 
too much, though, things will 
start flying everywhere.’ 

The children’s efforts to go 
green also happen indoors, 
Dannah Nielsen said. 

“We have a worm compost 
inside in a plastic container 
that holds nearly 1,000 
worms. The worms eat the 
stuff the kids dump in, and 
poop it out as dirt?’ Dannah 
Nielsen said. “The dirt is like 
play dough, but it’s really 





Rosert Lincci State Hornet 


Lauren, 4, studies a worm 
she found in the compost. 
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Mia Marsupaira State Hornet 


Jennifer Scott, single mother and junior nursing major at Sacrmento State, prepares dinner for herself and daughter, Alison, 
after returning home from a school. 


By ERIN ROGERS 
erogers@statehornet.com 


Dandie Gallaher, junior 
sociology major, said she often 
feels as if she is unintentionally 
punishing her son by being a 
single parent. 

“School takes up time I wish 


Icould be spending with my 


son; Gallaher said. “He must 
feel like I'm punishing him since 
I have barely any time to devote 
to him, but in reality I'm just 
trying to survive.” 


Gallaher said by being a sin- 
gle-parent student, she is unable 
to put all of her efforts into one 
field. Since she has to split her 
efforts, she feels as if she cannot 
live up to her full potential in 
any area of her life. 7 

“Going to school to get a 
degree is challenging enough, 
not to mention how difficult 
the task is being a single parent, 
balancing school, work and 
children,’ said Denise Wessels, 
director of the Children’s Center 
at Sacramento State. 








Mia Marsupaira State Hornet 


Scott picks up her daughter at the Children’s Center, a 
resource for all single parents, on Thursday afternoon. 


Jennifer Scott, junior nursing / 


major and single parent, said 
raising her child is particularly 
difficult when she only sees her 
for two hours a night. 

“I feel like I pick her up from 
the Children’s Center and then 
we go home and I either have to 
work on homework, laundry or 
cleaning rather than devote my 
full attention to her? Scott said. 

Gallaher, who is also the main 
resource for her child, said there 
are many times when she is 
studying and her son competes 
for her full attention. 

“He wants to play a board 
game and sometimes I just 
can't because I have too much 
homework, so he is like, ‘OK, 
Mommy, you have to do your 
homework, it is OK;” Gallaher 
said. “It just breaks my heart?’ 

To help families on campus, 
including single parents, Sac 
State provides child care for 
parents through the Children’s 
Center. Thanks to subsidy fund- 
ing, the center is able to offer 
discounted childcare fees to 
student parents. 

Besides offering top-of-the- 
line child care, the center helps 
parents build friendships. Wes- 
sels believes is a necessity for 
support. 

“Over the years we have seen 
many single parents who get to 


know each other and become 
a nice support system - kind 
of like a buddy system for each 
other,’ Wessels said. 

Gallaher knows just how 
important friendships are when 
living as a single parent. 

“Friends help a lot. When 
you have your friends there, you 
are able to just let go,’ Gallaher 
said. “Emotional support is very 
important.’ 

Kimberly Gordon-Biddle, 
child development professor, 
believes time management is a 
skill that single parents need to 
have and uphold. 

Scheduling and time man- 
agement are necessities when 
handling the dual roles of parent 
and student. Single parents 
need to be organized, Wessels 
said, when it comes to schedul- 
ing time for their child and for 
school work. 

“Finding the balance between 
time for your child and school 
work is really the first chal- — 
lenge,’ Wessels said. 

Along with time manage- 
ment, Gordon-Biddle said, 
single parents also need to find 
some type of support system. 

“You are going to need some 
type of source, you cannot do 
it yourself, you cannot possibly 
do this on your own,’ Gordon- 
Biddle said. 


One way Sac State offers sup- 
port to single parents is through 
the Single Mom's Workshop. 
This event is held from 1 to 2 
p.m. on Tuesdays in the Univer- 
sity Unions Delta Suite. 

The founder and facilitator of 
this group, Kellie Painter, said 
she created this workshop to 
help single parents realize they 
are not alone in this struggle as 
a single parent. 

Painter said the support 
group is there to ease thé stress 
of being a single parent because 
venting helps relieve tension. 

Even though the workshop 

is facilitated by the Women’s 
Resource Center on campus, 
Painter said the workshop is for 
men as well. 

“If there are single dads out 
there, they can definitely join. 
We want to offer support to all 
single parents out there,” Painter 
said. : 

Wessels said that besides feel- 
ing alone in this struggle, single 
parents might also feel judged 
by the campus community. 

Scott said she feels judged 


_ while simply carrying her 


daughter around campus. 

“T feel like when I have my 
daughter in my arms, students 
are staring at me as if they are 
saying ‘that’ doesn’t belong here 
on campus, Scott said. In re- 


sponse, Scott ignores the stares 
and considers her daughter as a 
blessing, even if raising her as a 
single parent is a struggle. 

To cope with possible judg- 
ment, Wessels said, remember 
that you mean everything to 
your child. 

“Sometimes you can be the 
only resource for your child. 
Remember that your child’s 
whole experience is in your 
family, they do not know an- 
other way, Wessels said. “At the 
end of the day, just remember 
your child is not judging you” 








Officers pedal for predators 


By JOHN SAELEE 
jsaelee@statehornet.com 


Five years ago, University 
Police Sgt. Joe Green was called 
to a drowning at the American 
River - right off the Sacramento 
State campus. Green said in his 
30 years.with University Police, 
this drowning was one of the 


Many times he and his partner 


were the first officials to arrive 


- on scene thanks to their alterna- 


tive form of transporta- 

tion — bicycles. 
University Police 

Officer Nathan Rice 


convenient for Green to reach 
on bicycle, but difficult 
for police cruisers 
because they were 
delayed by traffic 
and regular traffic 
precautions. 

“It's very 
common that a 
university police 
officer on a bicycle 
will get to a scene faster 


than a car because they can cut 
through traffic, weave in and 


out of an im. area and 
eee! a risk for 
























hold less 
pedestri- "egieqg ans than 
a patrol ~ #cruiser will; 
Rice said. | 
Rice Dy said 


the @ 
dif. j 


@ ‘only 


ee 


tween cruiser and bicycle 

police officers it the mode of 
transportation. They are all out 
fulfilling the same objectives, 

he said, such as helping people 
who need support, responding 
to criminal activity and allowing 
for an opportunity to connect 


with the campus community. He 


also said bicycle officers follow 
the same standards as officers in 
vehicles. 
. Ihe Sacramento Police 

™ Department started 


~~ region, and Officer 
Kelly Ellen-Laura and 
pest Brian Burger of 
the university police 


similar bike patrol organiza- . 
tion on campus 10 years ago 

All university officers at 
Sac State are trained to patrol 
on bicycles, Green said, but 
whether they choose to take 
this position is their personal . 
choice. 

Green said he enjoys patrol- 
ling on bicycle because bicycle 
officers can be more person- 
able with the Sac State commu- 
nity. He said it is less intimi- 
dating for people to approach 
him when he is on a bicycle. 

“It's hard to talk to-people in 
a police cruiser but it’s natural 
to get off your bike and talk to 
people,’ Rice said. 

Rice said he does not mind 
people flagging him down 
if they need help because he 
wants to help serve his com- 
munity and to be close with 
them. 

He said if the campus com- 
munity speaks to officers 
about their worries, they can 
help improve public safety by 


see Cops| page B2 





By JOHN SAELEE 
_, jsaelee@statehornet.com 
























said he remembers growing 


e 5s out where adventure was 
limited. 

” Fortunately, adventure isn’t 
_ limited at Sacramento State, 
” said Brad Pointer, thanks to 
_ Peak Adventures. 
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eventually I told my parents that 
I wanted to climb mountains — 
for a living,” Pointer said. “Peak . 
Adventures is assisting mein 
achieving this goal - by simpl 
being a member of the staff” 
Pointer said people should go 
on the hike because it can be a 








or heighten their adventure. 
The cost of the trip is $40 for © 
students, $51 for faculty, staff, 
paid members of the associa- 
tion and alumni, and $57 for 
the general public. According to 
Peak Adventure'’s website, this’ 
cost includes guides, lessops, oo 
transportation and equipment, E 
Pointer said he understands 
that everybody istighton 
money but emphasized that | ~ 
people sometimes do not recoge 
nize how important recreation — 
can be in their lives. io 
Pointer said if people hold My 
back on buying a cup of coffee 
for a few weeks, they could 
ie 
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CLUB CORNER | FIELD BIOLOGY GROUP 


Group offers field 


students 


work for 


By AMBER WERTMAN 
awertman@statehornet.com 


Making the environment a 
healthier place for us all, the 
Field Biology Group at Sacra- 
mento State cares deeply about 
plants, animals and all things 
involving nature. 

Angela De Palma-Dow, 
senior biological science major, 
said all group's important issues 
and upcoming events are dis- 
cussed during meetings. 

“We talk about upcoming 
events and have professionals in 
the field of biology come talk,” 
she said. 

Group member Emerson 
‘Kanawi, junior biological 
science major, said he wished 
meetings were more often. 

“Since we meet only once 
a month we give all our input 
there for upcoming events and 
projects,’ he said. “We also try 
and come up with ideas to bet- 
ter promote our club because 
were not that well known 
around campus.’ 

De Palma-Dow said the 
groups events range from whale 
watching at Half Moon Bay to 
community service in Putah 
Creek. 

“In Putah Creek last semes- 
ter, a few club members and I 
worked at the creek for a day 
restoring the riparian zone 
along the banks of the stream,’ 
De Palma-Dow said. “Not only 
was it satisfying work, but when 
we go to visit the stream this 
spring, we will be able to see a 
lush, green bank full of grasses 
and critters.” 

She said the group’s most re- 
cent whale watching experience 
tested their dedication when a 
surfing competition interrupted 


a peaermeptar meme etcrrss 








By ERIN ROGERS 
erogers@statehornet.com 


Exotic forms of dancing 
became popular in the United 
States because of carnivals and 
burlesque theaters meant to 
entertain men. These exotic 
forms of dance included strip- 
ping and pole dancing - in the 
present day pole dancing has 
become more than a means for 
men but instead an exercise 
for women. 

Rosemarie Dauz, junior art 
major, said pole dancing has 
become a new form of exercise 
that is emerging in gyms and 
studios everywhere. 

One pole dancing studio 
in the Sacramento area is I 
Pole Dance Studio, located on 
Arena Boulevard. 

Lisa Hellman, owner of I 
Pole, said the studio is a place 
where everyone can go to 
learn the art of pole dancing 
while improving their bodies. 

“Pole dancing is definitely 


their good time. 

“Big waves for surfers is 
good. Big waves for ambi- 
tious biologists on a 50-foot 
boat, not so good,” she said. 
“The waves were so ferocious 
we ended up having to turn 
around because the captain 
was concerned for our safety. 

Another thing the group 
is useful for, De Palma-Dow 
said, is getting Sac State stu- 
dents involved. 

“Not only are you giving 
back to the community, but 
you are learning so much at 
the same time,’ she said. “It's 
great for bio majors because 
it helps them know if this is 
exactly what they want to do 
for the rest of their lives.” 

Clearly, Kanawi said, the 
group is environmentally 
friendly, but he said he wishes 
they could be campus friendly 


» 


as well. 3 a oe V1 not limited to just strippers 
: “tT wis we could c oe anymore, Hellmann said. 

t ee on campus, he “This is a new workout that 
said. 


not only educates women on 

a seductive dance but builds 

strength and confidence.’ 
Stripping is not on the - 

_ agenda for any of the instruc- 
tors at I Pole, they are clearly 
focused on the art of pole 
dancing, Hellmann said. 


Kanawi said hed like to 
work on policy change and 
ban plastic foam cups on 
campus. 

“Td like to see a garden and 
more attention to the natural 
elements on campus, he said. 

‘The groups next event 
will be restoring plant life on 
campus from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 

The next group meeting is 
Tuesday from 4 to 5 p.m. in 
Humboldt Hall, Room 124. 

Students thinking about 
joining should visit.the official 
CSUS Field Biology Group 
department web page, under 
student support programs at: 

www.csus.edu/bios/ 

organizations.html 


Pole dancing 
classes are also 
offered at: 


Spotlight 


Dance Studio 
(916) 649-3269 
Prestige Pole 
Dance and Fitness 
(916) 230-3430 


Cops: Officers on bicycles 


prove to be more personable 


Continued | page B1 


' resolving campus problems. 

Rice said he wants to quash 
any notion that society has of 
police officers writing tickets 
and sending people to jail just 
for fun because in reality, they 
only do it-if they absolutely have 
to. He said the university police 
would rather resolve a situation 
than get someone in trouble. 

By prioritizing on public rela- 
tions, Rice-said this should help 
change the attitudes the public 
has about officers. 


Contactthe __ 
University Police 
eae at: 


(3 6) 278-6851 


| ue edw/aba/police 
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With guys, they can defend 
themselves,’ she said. “Bike 
cops would help to curb this 
fear by bringing more security 
‘to the campus.” 


“If the campus sees us as a 
friendly face, they're going to- 
contact us for help,’ Rice said. 

Green said there are a few 
disadvantages to patrolling by 
bicycle, and they include not 
having a computer, heater or air 
conditioning system by their 
side. 

Although the bicycles lack 
these features, Green said 
they are good for the environ- 
ment and economically viable 
because they do not produce 
toxins and are cost-effective. 

Green said police officers are 
required to stay in shape, which 
makes bicycle patrol beneficial 
because it offers him plenty of 
exercise. 

Yvette Espinoza, undeclared 
sophomore, said she would like 
University Police to increase 
bicycle patrol around campus 
so she can feel safer walking 
around campus during the day 
and night. 

“As a girl, I feel vulnerable,” 
Espinoza said. “I’m scared of 
something happening to me. 


NALLELIE VEGA State Hornet 


Nathan Rice, University 
Police officer, patrols 
campus on his bicycle. 
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Teach English 
in Japan 
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“None of our instructors are 
or even have been strippers. I 
have experience in ballet while 
the others have backgrounds in 
gymnastics, Hellmann said. 

Dauz is one Sac State student 
who enjoyed the beginning pole 
dancing class at I Pole. 

“It feels kind of awkward at 
first, knowing that you are doing 
something that a stripper would 
do,’ Dauz said. “Then halfway 
into it, you just start having fun 
and do not even think about 
those preconceived notions.” 

Hellmann admits dancing 
on a pole is definitely harder 
than it seems. She said the class 
is not just stripping - it is a real 
routine that takes time and skills 
to learn. : 

“This is a hardcore workout 
that actually challenges your 
whole body - your abs, core and 
thighs - you will definitely feel it 
the next day, Hellmann said. 

Dauz said she immediately 
felt the positive effects pole 
dancing had on her physique. 

“While you are dancing, you 


‘ do not feel like you are working 


as hard as you are, Dauz said. 
“The day after you take the dass 
is the worst.” 

Ruchi Vasudeva, senior com- 
munication studies major, took 
a pole dancing class and said 
she realized that pole dancing is 
more than stripping. 

“You have to use all of your 
muscles - this means your up- 
per- and lower-body strength,’ 
Vasudeva said. “I definitely 
felt the effect the day after; my 
whole body was sore.’ 

Vasudeva said before taking 
the class, she felt somewhat 
uncomfortable in knowing that 
she was exercising to a routine 
that a stripper would perform. 

“The instructor taught us a 
routine in a professional man- . 
ner, so I did not feel as if I was 
doing anything inappropriate,’ 


their attitude chang- 





Vasudeva said, “The atmosphere 
was actually very comfortable.” 
Having a comfortable place 


where women can 
feel at ease 
while 


im- 


proving 
their 
body is 
very im- 
portant 
to I Pole, 
Hell- 
mann 
said. 


“Everything 
about the wom- 
an changes after 
they take classes 
here,’ Hellmann 
said. “Their body 
changes, their 
confidence changes, 


es - even the way 
they walk changes.” 
Hellmann said 
before women come 
into the studio, they 
always have a precon- 


Hike: Sowadhice the 


Continued | page B1 


easily pay for the cost of a trip 
with Peak Adventures. 

A trip with Peak Adven- 
tures, Pointer said, will still be 
memorable 30 years from now, 
but they will not remember 
the coffee they had at that 
time. 

Pointer said traveling up 
into the mountains to snow- 
shoe brings him into another 
world of peace and harmony 
that he cannot get in the city. 

“Its amazing when you get 
out in the mountains at night 
-.there is a silence and husk 
in the atmosphere being away 
from the city,’ Pointer said. 
“It's a serene experience.’ 

Early registration is sug- 


Contact 
Peak Adventures at: 


_ (916) 278-6321 


peakadventures.org 





gested and Peak Adventures 
will provide a checklist of items 
people will need to bring such 
as: snow pants, a packed lunch 
and proper clothing attire once 
registered for the trip. 

A pre-trip meeting will be 
held on Feb. 17 and will inform 
participants about what to ex- 
pect at the snowshoe hike. 

Alicia Taylor, program spe- 
cialist for Peak Adventures, was 
one of the staff member who 
attended the starlight night hike 
and said she was looking for- 
ward to the hike at Castle Peak. 

“It's aerobic, accessible and a 
different environment at night 
than in the day,’ Taylor said. 

Taylor said she prefers the 
night snow shoe hike to a day 
snow shoe hike because the 
trails are not as congested. 

She said on each trip the 
participants will hike on a three- 
mile journey on snowshoes 


through very accessible terrain 


and will be given tracking poles 
to keep them grounded. 
Karphik Suresh Kumar, 
graduate computer science stu- 
dent, said he snowshoed for'the 
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About time to reinvent the pole 


ceived notion that they 
have to be in perfect 
shape to take the 
class. ’ 
“Everyone 
thinks that the 
only girls 
who take 
, the class are 
blondes 
who only 
weigh 
100 pounds,” 
Hellmann said. “But 
in reality, we have girls 
of all shapes and sizes 
who are very success- 
ful at mastering the art 
of pole dancing.’ 

Hellmann said 
besides sizes, age is 
another factor that is 
overlooked. She said 
the ages range from 
the youngest clients in 
their teens to the old- 
est woman in her 70s. 

“We have had 
women in their 
sixties who were 
going upside 

down on the 
pole and 
were very 
successful 
in doing so,” 
Hellmann said. “T 
even had a 71-year-old 
woman strutting her 
_ stuff in my studio and 
we loved it?’ 

Drop-in classes last 
one hour and cost $10. 
Call the studio for its 
complete schedule at 
(916) 419-6464. 

“What I love about 
my job is that Iam 
teaching something 
that is unique but is so 
rewarding at the same 
time,’ Hellmann said. 
“Everyone can benefit 

from pole dancing.” 
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slopes 


first time last year on the Peak 
Adventures starlight snowshoe 
hike at Castle Peak. 

During the snowshoe 
hike, Kumar said he began 
to acknowledge how difficult 


f 


snowshoeing actually was. 


“Tt was brutal,” Kumar said. 
“A few people had a hard time 
keeping up.” 

He said the hike became 
easier when the participants 
began to work as a team. He 
said members would volunteer 
to “break the trail” periodically. 

Kumar said the trips Peak 
Adventures sponsor may seem 


challenging but they are worth 


while in the end. 
Taylor admits, like many 
people, she can get consumed 


. with the busy work in everyday 


life and adventure trips like 

showshoe hiking is what our 

culture does not prioritize. 
“We're a culture that values 


work, Taylor said. “I get con- | 


sumed with work, paying bills 
and going to the grocery store 
but it's important to take time to 
adventure, recreate yourself and 
slow down your internal pace.’ 


State Hornet 
Classifieds 


For Rent: - 


. Seeking three to | 
share. | 350 sq. ft. 
house 3-2-2 for 
rent. College stu-- 
dents are preferred. 


i Call hanes 
(916) 961-6252 : 
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NCAA Sports 


Of eter Leek: 


WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


vs. PACIFIC 


FEB. 13 


W 95-81 
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MEN'S 


BASKETBALL 
at SEATTLE PACIFIC : 


FEB. 13 
L 98-67 


| | FEB. 11 
| | L 7-0 


vs. UC DAVIS 


| 
| FEB. 12 
: W6-1 


Clarisee Baca, women’s 


tennis player: 


“The team is getting stron- 
ger every match. We're 
| looking forward to playing 
iL Washington because they’re 


our rival? 


GYMNASTICS 


at BOISE STATE 
FEB. 12 


2np PLACE 


is? Check out our audio 
slideshow at 


statehornet.com 


Sport Clubs 


Updates 





en 
| MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


at FAR WESTERNS 
TOURNAMENT 


FEB. 13 & 14 
15TH PLACE 





WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL 


vs. UC DAVIS 


L 3-2 


MEN’S 
RUGBY 


at STANFORD 


FEB. 13 
T 15-15 





WOMEN’S 


RUGBY 


vs. STANFORD 


FEB. 13 
-L57-0 


FEB. 11 
3-2 
| vs, CAL POLY 
. FEB. 13 





‘WOMEN’S TENNIS 
at STANFORD 





Ever wonder what rugby 


ONE LAST CHANCE FOR LEGEND 


By Ross COLEMAN 
. rcoleman@statehornet.com 


The ping of aluminum against 
leather and the slap of skin 
against the glove can only mean 
one thing: it is baseball season. 

The Sacramento State baseball 
team goes into the 2010 cam- 
paign with the added incentive 
of sending legendary head 
coach John Smith out on top. 

‘This season is the last in 
Smith's soon-to-be 32-year ca- 
reer as the head coach. Heading 
into this season, he has won 861 
games for the Hornets and had 
16 winning seasons. 

Stepping into Smith's shoes 
for next season is associate head 
coach Reggie Christiansen. 

“It's no different than the pre- 
vious 31,’ Smith said. “I think 
about it from time to time, but 
it's not something I focused on 
or worried about,’ 

Adding fuel to the fire for the 
Hornets’ players is the fact that 
they were picked to finish last 
in the Western Athletic Confer- 
ence by the coaches. 

‘The Hornets return 13 let- 
termen from a team that won 
27 games last year, the most of 
any Sac State team since 2003. 
However, they must replace a 
few big holes on the roster. 

“Justin Lamb, Brett Hottman, 
Josh Powers, Derrick Chung, 
Brandon Sandoval, Jesse Dar- 
rah and the rest of the veterans 
are going to get the first crack 
at maintaining their position,” 
Smith said. “T have a lot of faith 
in those guys to carry on the 
tradition and bring the other 
guys along with them.” 

Among those key depar- 
tures for the Hornets are Tim 
Wheeler, who was selected in 
the first round of the 2009 Ma- 
jor League Baseball Draft and 
Blake Crosby, who was selected 
in the later rounds. 

Also gone from last year’s 
roster are Hunter Martinez and 
Jeff Roth. Among those four 
alone, the Hornets lose 38 home 
runs and 191 RBI. 

Seventeen players will make 
their debuts with the Hornets, 


including eight pitchers. How- 
ever, a lot of young, talented 
players are returning to the 
green and gold this season. 
“We have a lot of new faces,” 
Smith said. “We have a lot of 
freshmen and a lot of JC guys 
who have never played a Divi- 


sion I game before. Until we 
play 10 or 15 games, I really 
don't know honestly how we are 
going to do this season.” 

In the infield, Powers will 
make the move from third base 
to first base this year. Last year, 
Powers also finished second on 





aren 
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Josh Powers makes the move across the diamond from third base to-first base. 


the single-season list with 26 
doubles. Chung also returns 
to shortstop after starting 51 _ 
games there last season. 

Lamb hit 1] home runs last 
season as a freshman, the most 
since the Hornets moved to 
Division I. Lamb will likely be 


used primarily as a designated 
hitter but could see time inthe 
infield and at catcher. 

At catcher, Hottman returns 
after a sophomore campaign 
where he saw a lot of time 
behind the plate. 

In the outfield, the Hornets 
are looking at new starters at all 
three positions. Junior Trevor 
Bloom, who transferred from 
College of the Canyons, will 
likely be a candidate at one of 
the starting spots after being 
named to the Southern Califor- 
nia All-American team by the 
California Community College 
Athletic Association last season. 

Smith said Christiansen is an 
excellent hitting coach, whichis © 
one area the Hornets are look- 
ing to improve upon. 

“He is outstanding in recog- 
nizing what guys’ weaknesses 
are and what their strengths are 
and building on those areas,’ 
Smith said. 

Led by preseason All-WAC 
selection Darrah, pitching 
seems to be a strength. He was 
named to the Louisville Slugger 
Freshmen All-American team 
last season after posting a 9-2 
record, becoming the team’s 
first freshman All-American 
during the Division I era. 

Also returning to the pitching 
staff are right-hander Sandoval 
and left-hander Tommy Elrod. 
Sandoval finished second on 
the team last year in strikeouts. 
Elrod will also add depth to an 
experienced group of pitchers. 
Third last season in innings, 
Elrod had his best game against 
Utah Valley, where he pitched 
8 1/3 innings and struck out a 
career-high eight batters. 

“It's hard to say right now 
what are strengths are,’ he said. 
“All we have been able to do is 
play inter-squad games. One 
day I think our pitching is a 
little strong than another day 
I think our hitting is a little 
stronger.’ 

Another thing that could 
work in the Hornets favor is the 


schedule. For much of the first 


see Baseball| page B6 





Beltran leads 
soltball team 


By SERGIO SALDANA 
ssaldana@statehornet.com 


at an early age. She was a two- 
sport athlete, playing softball 
and soccer and rapidly excel- 
ling in each respective sport. 
However, softball was the 
sport that stuck. 

“When I was little, my 
brother started playing and 
I wanted to be just like him, 
so I starting playing,’ Desiree 
Beltran said. 

Sylvia Beltran, Desiree's 
mother, said her daughter 
displayed natural ability. 

“I remember when I first 
took her into play T-Ball in 

~Agoura Hills, they have two 
levels,’ Sylvia Beltran said. 
“They recruited her into the 
national team, which was a 
little bit more aggressive and 
a lot more competitive level 
and from then on she played 
on all-stars every year since.” 

With the joy of success she 
has experienced, Desiree 
Beltran said she has also felt 
the pain of injury, which 
was a vast hurdle she had to 
overcome... _ 

In the eighth grade, she 
broke her ankle playing bas- 
ketball. Then as a freshman 
in high school, she was doing 
some agility workouts and 
came down on the same ankle 
wrong, breaking it again. 

David Beltran said they 
thought her playing career 
might be over and Desiree 
feared the same. 

After consulting with her 
orthopedic surgeon, it was 
determined that she would be 
able to continue her already 
successful career. 

“I can say to overcome that 
challenge, I was very, very 
proud of her,’ David Beltran 


As a true freshman last 
season, 18-year-old Desiree 
Beltran cemented her role on 
the Sacramento State, Hornets 
softball team. She became the 
third player in Sac State Divi- 
sion I history to hit at least .400, 
32 points better than:any other 
Pacific Coast Softball Confer- 
ence player. 

Now 19, Beltran, sophomore 
liberal studies major, was born 
in Woodland Hills and grew up 
in nearby Agoura Hills, Calif., a 
suburb outside Fernando Valley 
located in Southern California. 
. Desiree Beltran grew up ina 
family-oriented environment. 
She enjoyed a close relation- 
ship with both of her parents, 
particularly her father, David 
Beltran, who had the greatest 
impact upon her in sports. 

She began her softball career 
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Beltran, a shortstop, is the 


Hornets’ best hitter. see Beltran| page B4 


Women’s team excelling 
despite many injuries 


By JULES RAMZY 
jramzy@statehornet.com 


Jasmine Cannady, junior 
guard for Sacramento State's 
womens basketball team, rup- 
tured her Achilles tendon Jan. 
27 during practice. Cannady 
had her surgery the next day, 
which was the same day the 
Hornets defeated Weber State 
University 90-75. | 

It was the team’s third vic- 
tory in a row. , 

Cannady was not the only 
player who ended her season 
early. Junior guard Sami Field- 
Polisso and sophomore guard 
Alex White also went down 
with season-ending injuries. 

‘The injuries have had a 
negative impact on the Hor- 
nets’ depth, but not their re- 
cord. The team has won seven 
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Jasmine Cannady (right) ruptured her Achilles tendon 
on Jan. 27. The team has won five games in a row since. 


games in a row, five of which 
came since Cannady’s injury. 
She will miss the rest of this 
season as the Hornets attempt 
to finish strong and reach the 
Big Sky Tournament in March. 


Even though it pains her to be 
away from the team, Cannady 
said seeing its success makes up 
for it. 

“It is very hard for me to be 


see Injuries | page B5 





STYLE POINTS 


The Winter Olympics are 
under appreciated in U.S. 





By MARSHALL HAMPSON 
mhampson@statehornet.com 


The 2010 Winter Olympics 


in Vancouver are alive and 


rolling and quite honestly — I 
wish I was ditching school gut 
now to be there. 

Let’s put this into perspective 
a little bit. 

You know the shows you wait 
for every week, like “American 
Idol,’ “Grey’s Anatomy” and 
“The Office’? That is the Winter 
Olympics with me, except I’ve 
been waiting three years and 
51 weeks for the next episode © 
to air. 

How often do you get to | 
watch bobsledding on TV? 


Once every four years. 

How often do you get to see 
the amazing sport of curling? 
Once every four years. 

Oh, and please do not hate on 
curling. 

I'd get paid for playing shuffle- 
board on ice. Id also go to the 
Olympics for our country for 
being really good at sweeping 
ice with a broom. 

Even though I ran track in 
high school, almost all the 
sports in the Winter Olympicts 


see Points| page B4 








Sports SECTION 


From Cal Poly to Sac State, 
runner leaving her mark 
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Lea Wallace (front) came 
to Sac State from Cal Poly. 


By ASHLEY O’Con 
aocon@statehornet.com 


Wallace transferred from Cal 
Poly, where she had high hopes. 
However, she never realized 
those hopes there. She ended 


up on Sacramento State's indoor © 


track & field team as a result. 

She was encouraged to run 
track early in her life by one of 
her physical education teachers. 

“T used to have to run a timed 
mile in PE. I always ran a fast 
mile time so my P.E. teacher 
kept getting on my case about 
going out for the team, and 
eventually I caved,” she said. 

Wallace also played soccer 
and was a dancer until she had 
to have hip surgery. 

Within the first two years of 
college life in Southern Califor- 
nia, Wallace said she realized 
the goals she had made for track 
were not going as planned. 

“I decided that after two years 
of Cal Poly that it wasn't the 
place for me,’ she said. “After 
my sophomore season, I started 
exploring other options. I 
talked to (assistant coach) Scott 
Abbott, and it sounded like Sac 


needed to get out of that situ- 
ation to be successful. I just 
needed a fresh start,” she said. 

Since Wallace has enrolled 
at Sac State, she has noticed 
improvement in both her 
goals and self-esteem. 

“When I came to Sacra- 
mento, my confidence was 
low coming in as an athlete 
just because I didn’t experi- 
ence the kind of success that 
I thought I would in my first 
two years of college at Cal 
Poly,’ she said. “Just getting 
back into the racing scene and 
trying to regain the confi- 
dence that you need in track 
was an adjustment for me.” 

Although change can some- 
times be a difficult transition 
for some people, Wallace was 
glad to admit she felt relief. 

“One of the things that has 
changed drastically for me 
is my relationship with my 
coach,’ she said. “Sac State 
has a Division I program 
that's rare, because I have a 


By MARSHALL HAMPSON 


mhampson@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State’s men’s 


tennis player Kiryl Harbatsiuk 


is looking to win the Big Sky 
Conference Most Valuable 
Player award for the second 
year in a row after winning 
the MVP last year in the 
2008-09 season. 

He helps lead one of the 
strongest Hornet athletic 
programs. 

Harbatsiuk came from 
Minsk, Belarus, to play tennis 
at Sac State. Women’s tennis 
star Katrina Zheltova and 
both the men’s and women’s 
head coaches also came from 
Belarus, which made his 
choice to come to Sac State a 
lot easier, he said. 

Harbatsiuk won the 2009 
Big Sky MVP award as a 
sophomore, becoming the 
third Sac State player to win 
the award in the last three 
years. He joins Anton Stryhas 


Harbatsiuk hopes to repeat 
as Big Sky Conference MVP 





and Xavier Barajas-Smith as 
Big Sky MVPs. 

Harbatsiuk led the confer- 
ence with an 18-3 record 
and an .857 overall winning 
percentage as a No. 1 singles 
player. He also managed to go 
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Kiryl Harbatsiuk, junior finance major, returns the ball 
during a doubles match against Weber State University. 


coach that really cares about 
me as an individual. At Cal 
Poly, I was just a body. I was 
just there to run, and when 

I wasnt running, I was just 
kind of swept under the rug.” 


State was.a much better oppor- 
tunity for me.” 

Wallace said her decision to 
move back to Northern Califor- 
nia was something she needed. 

“I just didn't have a good 


Growing up in Napa, Lea 
Wallace always had a strong 
passion for sports, but her pas- 
sion for track started when her 
high school teacher pointed out 
she had an outstanding running 


record. 
Harbatsiuk said getting the 


hard at your job and you get 
paid at the end of the month,’ 
he said. F 





ability. 


experience there, so I knew I 
needed to change something. I 


Teammate Erin Lewis said 


see Wallace| page B5 


undefeated the whole season 


in conference play with an 8-0 


MVP award was a good feeling. 
“It's like when you work really 


see Harbatsiuk| page B5 








ON SECOND THOUGHT 





By JULES RAMZY 
jramzy@statehornet.com 


Winter Olympics, eh? I am 
not a fan. 

The Winter Olympics is the 
forgotten middle child of the 
Olympic family. 

You have the Summer Olym- 
pic Games, which is always 
a huge event for most sports 
fans. There is also the Special 
Olympics, where you have 
people with disabilities who are 
overcoming obstacles and mak- 
ing the best out of their lives. 

Then you have the Winter 





On Second Thought: Winter Olympics edition 


MEMBERS OF THE STATE HORNET SPORTS STAFF SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS ON THE 21ST WINTER GAMES 


Olympics: the redheaded step- 
child of the Olympic family. 
Seeing a bunch of people from 
all around the world play in 
snow just isn't my cup of tea. 

I must admit, I am a little 
biased after attending the 1996 
Summer Olympic Games 
in Atlanta, but I have all the 
reason to be. 

After seeing Muhammad 
Ali, who just happens to be 
my idol, light the Olympic 
torch as well as witnessing 
Michael Johnson set a world 
record in 200-meter race, you 
would understand why I am 
biased. 

The Winter Games have 
never interested me and prob- 
ably never will. 

And what the hell is curl- 
ing?! I will probably never find 
out because I refuse to sit and 
watch such an abomination. 

I would rather do my physics 
homework. 

The Winter Olympics will 
not get airtime in my house. 





By Ross COLEMAN 
rcoleman@statehornet.com 


I know they don’t have the 
same flair as the Summer 
Games, but I think the Winter 
Olympics will always hold a 
special meaning for me. 

As an avid skier, I love 
watching world-class athletes 
partake in one of my favorite 
hobbies. It’s not like watch- 
ing the NBA or NFL where I 
know they are better athletes 
than me. I feel like a lot of the 
athletes that will be compet- 


ing in Vancouver are not that 
different than you or me. 

The Winter Games also 
have more of a sense of 
danger. That is evident after 
the death of Georgian luger 
Nodar Kumaritashvili the 
night before the opening 
ceremonies. During any given 
run or rep, something terrible 
can happen. 

That is what makes the 
winter games must-see T'V 
for me. 

I also enjoy the fact that 
the winter games are smaller. 


_ Not every country has snow. 


As someone who loves 
cold weather, I can identify 
more with the cold weather 
countries than the ones where 
the weather is scorching hot. 
Because we all know when 
it is cold, you can always put 
on more clothes. You can’t 
always take off more clothes 
when it gets too hot. 

At least not publicly. 


Beltran: Dedication and passion for the 
eame helped to get her to this stage 


Continued | page B3 


said. “She really worked her butt 
off and she is where she is today, 
it wasnt an easy road.” 

He said Desiree’s dedication 
to the game and her competitive 
nature is what kept her going. 

“My father ran track and so 
he was really competitive and 
he just instilled that into me to 
be competitive,’ Beltran said. 

Having fun and playing with 
passion has allowed Desiree 
Beltran to become a great 
player, David Beltran said. 

Along with natural talent 
comes the persistence of hard 
work she dedicates to the game. 

“She has natural ability, but 
she pays her dues and she works 
hard,’ he said. “I refer to it as 
“The labor of love.” 

Outside of practice, Desiree 
Beltran devotes hours upon 
hours perfecting her swing 
using a softball tee, taking 
grounders and really trying to 
become a student of the game, 
rather than just playing it. 

“Every time she is working, 
every time she is on- and off- 
the-field, she puts in the extra 
effort to get better,’ said Sac 






49 150 23 62 14 7 


Desiree Beltran 2009 Statistics 
G AB R H 2B HR RBI OBP SLG AVG 


State pitcher Megan Schaefer. 
Her work ethic has allowed 

her to lead the Hornets in al- 

most all offensive categories. 


In her freshman year, Beltran 


finished with a .413 batting 
average, 23 runs, 62 hits, 14 
doubles, seven home runs, 36 
RBI , a 470 on-base percentage 


and a .660 slugging percentage. 


“There is nobody that’s 
worked on their own anymore 
or any harder than Desiree 
Beltran to become the player 
that she’s become in the world 
of softball,” said softball head 
coach Kathy Strahan. 


She posted the highest batting 
average and home run total ever 
by a Sac State freshman. Beltran 


was the unanimous choice as 


the Pacific Coast Softball fresh- 


man of the year. 
Sac State recruited her to re- 


place the loss of shortstop Amy 
Tomkins who was a huge loss a 


few years ago. 

“She went in and started and 
held it down all year for us,” 
Strahan said. “She was stellar 


for us; she clearly surpassed our 


expectations. 
Sac State will go into this 
upcoming season losing four 


36 ©6470 ~660 413 
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Desiree Beltran set records as a freshman at Sac State. 
She led the conference with a .413 mark. 


of its top five hitters from last 
season, making Beltran one of 
the veterans on a young team. 
“For the upcoming season, 
personally, I just want to stay 
mentally in the game and with- 


in myself; Desiree Beltran 
said. “I don't want to let my 
team down, I don't want to let 
myself down. I feel I need to 
be the best that I can be” 





are the best because of the his- 
tory that guides them. After the 
countries have entered, the real 
fun for me is when the torch 
makes an appearance. 

What I enjoy most is when | 
past Olympians carry in the | 
torch. They represent history | 
of events, which bring back 
memories from the past and | 7 
link us to a time when, for two + { 
weeks, everyone set aside their | 
differences and competed for 
the love of country. 

The events in between the 
opening and closing ceremonies 
are just icing on the cake. 

But we cannot forget about 
the events. They are what make 
the whole thing worth watch- 
ing. Quirky events, such as curl- 
ing, cannot live up to hockey’s 
bruising hits. It is all wrapped 
up in a sensory overload sand- 
wich and I cannot get enough. 

Hopefully the 2012 Summer 
Olympics will try to one-up 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics and 
the 2014 Winter Olympics will 
outdo this year’s. 


Points: U.S. looks 
to battle Russia tor 
medal-count lead © 


Continued | page B3 


By MATT HARRINGTON 
mharrington@statehornet.com 


The 2010 Olympics have hit 
- Vancouver, Canada, this year. 
With 92 countries and 2,885 
athletes, it has to be the best 
two weeks in sports. On sec- 
ond thought, the two weeks of 
the Olympics is pretty good, ~ 
but the best part about the 
Olympics is the opening and 
closing ceremony. 
' Don't get me wrong, I love 
Olympic sports, but the open- 
ing and closing ceremonies 


Pe 
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Alpine skier, and my future 
wife, Lindsey Vonn, has won 
back-to-back World Champion- 
ships and is in five events. 

Since crashing and bruising 
her shin in practice nine days 
before the games, the media has 
followed Vonn nonstop trying 
to see if she will be able to ski 
all five events. If she can ski 
through the pain, she definitely 
has a charice to dominate the 
Olympics much like American 
swimmer Michael Phelps did at 
the 2008 Summer Olympics in 
Beijing. ‘ , 

Even though Switzerland's 
Simon Ammann won the first 
gold medal of the 2010 games 
in ski jumping, America will be 
watching these games during 
the day and night with family 
and friends to cheer on the USA 
SO we can surpass second-place 
Russia in the total medal count 
and get closer to Norway's 280 
medals. 

We can argue all you want 
about if the summer or winter 
games are better, but I’m like 
a little kid on Christmas day 
when I turn on the TV and 
watch the Winter Olympics. I 
support our country’s athletes 
because they are fulfilling a 
dream of mine. 


are way cooler to watch than 
the summer games. I'll forget 
about track for a bit and watch 
speed skating because it’s 
basically track on ice, which is 
awesome. 

I love watching skiing and 
snowboarding with a passion. 
I've been skiing since I was 11 
and it’s been a dream of mine 
to race. And I'm not going to 
lie, I get a littlejealous when I 
see all the skiers and snow- 
boarders do 1260 nose grabs 
off a 90-foot jump. 

For those of you who are 
not on the bandwagon, you 
need to be. 

You've got American house- 
hold favorites Shaun White 
and Apolo Anton Ohno, who 
both won gold in the 2006 
games in Torino, looking for 
repeating gold medals this 
week. 

The biggest storyline of this 
years Olympics is the death 
of Georgian luger Nodar 
Kumaritashvili, who died 
instantly after a practice run 
on what racers call the “most 
dangerous luge course.” | 

It was good to see the whole 
world come together so 
quickly in times of tragedy, 
which makes me appreciate 
the games even more. 


rym ng 
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Baseball: Loss of 
Wheeler, Crosby 


looks to hurt team 


Continued | page B3 


part of the season they are on 
the road, But many of the play- 
ers will be facing a more brutal 
and longer schedule than they 
are used to coming from high 
school or junior college. 

"A 56-game season is a grind. 
It is not high school or junior 
college,’ he said. “Once we start, 


' there is no letup. We are on the ~ 
road a lot early. Early in the year 


it is going to be more difficult 
because of the travel schedule.” 

But Smith said this season has 
a chance to be memorable. 

“If attitude and approach and 
work ethic and desire have any 
bearing on it, we have a chance 
to be pretty special, because 
they have worked their tail off” 
Smith said. “We have changed 
the culture a little bit, that’s part 
of the reason we have so many 
new faces. We wanted to flush 
out some of the bad attitudes we 
have had the past couple years 
and go with some younger faces 
and develop them the way we 
want them to develop. I think 
the chemistry on this team is 
good and that is an important 
factor.” 

While this season will be the 
last in Smith's storied career, he 
sees a lot of potential in Chris- 
tiansen to take the program to 
the next level. 

“He brings a lot of youth to 


the program. He is young and 
energetic and very knowl- 
edgeable,’ Smith said. “He 

is one of the finest young 
coaches in America right now. 
He has a proven track record. 
He was the youngest head _ 
coach in America at the D-] 
level while at South Dakota 
State. He has a chance to be 

a pretty special coach and he 
has proven to be everything I 
thought he would be. 

Smith said his decision to 
retire was easier when Chris- 
tiansen was brought in. 

“I wasn't going to retire until 
I knew the program was going 
in the right direction. I feel 
good about stepping down 
and I know the program is in 
great hands; without a ques- 
tion,’ Smith said. 
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away from the girls,” Cannady 
said. “This is the same group 
of girls that I have been with 
for three years. It breaks my 
heart knowing that I will not 
be out there with them. On 
the other hand it is hard for 
me to be upset because we 
have been through a lot this 
year. They are playing as hard 
as they can and are succeed- 
ing because of it” 

“I think that they are 
awesome. I think that we 
finally get it. The program has 
changed so much since last 
year. We finally understand 
what it takes to win. I think 
that this year will be the year 
we go all the way,’ she said. 

White, sophomore guard, 
said the team had to adjust to 
injuries and has done it well. 

“I dont think that any one 
person has stepped up,” White 
said. “The whole team has 
stepped up a lot to make up 
for us injured players.” 

Jamie Craighead, women’s 
basketball head coach, said 
the team has come together to 
make up for the injuries. 

“Everyone has stepped up 
their game. We lost Sami 
Field-Polisso to injury in the 
preseason, so we have dealt’. 
with losing a player to injury 
this season as well as in the 
past,’ Craighead said. “Any 
given game someone steps up 
and gives us something extra. 





Tony NGuYEN State Hornet 


Jasmine Cannady, right, is the latest Hornet to suffer a season-ending injury. She 
joins junior guard Sami Field-Polisso and sophomore guard Alex White. 


I could go down our entire 
roster and tell you that each one 
of our players has stepped up 


at different points in the season ~ 


when we needed them to. And 
that will have to continue in 
order for us to be successful.” 


The Hornets have progressed - 
‘since the start of the season, 


“They are rebounding a lot 
better and it has allowed them 
to fast break more and they 
are knocking down key shots,” 
Cannady said. “In the past, we 
used to fall apart but now we 
grab a hold of each other in 


order to continue” 


White said the team has not 
changed the way it gets ready 
for games. 

“We prepare a lot more 
though practice and film. We 
also compete a lot more in the 
weight room and in practice in 
order to simulate a game-type 
situation,’ White said. 

The Hornets have been focus- 
ing on fast breaks and rebound- 
ing on both sides of the court. 

Craighead said the team is 
starting to understand what it 
takes to win. 

“From an X-and-O stand- 
point, we are really starting to 


come into our own. ‘The season 
is a journey and with a new 
style of play to learn this year; 
Craighead said. “They needed 
time and now it seems they are 
really starting to believe in the 
system, how it works, and that 
we can win games doing what 
we do. You have to believe you 
can win, before you can win.” 
As for Cannady; she is ex- 

pected to return next season. 

“By September, I should be 
good and ready to go condi- 
tioning-wise,;’ Cannady said. 
‘As of now, I am playing it by 
ear. 
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Wallace has handled transfer- 
ring from another school well. 

“Just coming out transferring 
is always hard and she's done a 
great job transitioning,’ Lewis 
said. “She's really moving her 
way up to the top, and its really 
exciting to see how much she's 
progressed since she's been 
here.” 

Wallace said while there were 
moments she felt accomplished 
at, her former college, it wasn’t 
the satisfaction she needed. 

“IT know that my (former) 
coach has always seen that 
talent,’ she said. “I won the Big 
West conference my fresh- 
man year,at Cal Poly, but that 
was very unexpected. It was 
an upset. But that wasn’t my 
overall experience. It was one 
race. Here, I’ve been able to be 
consistent and performing at 
a much higher level than I was 
there. I think a lot of it has to 
do with being well-adjusted and 
happier.’ 

Lewis said Wallace is a hard 
worker and passionate. 

“You can tell during competi- 
tions shes really focused,” Lewis 
said. “She's always wanting to 
do the best for her team. She's 
always stepping up when the 
coach needs her and she’s al- 
ways getting the job done.” 

Abbott said her initiative to 
do well both on and off the 


track have helped her to be both 
a better person and athlete. 

“She definitely has become a 
more well-rounded athlete, and 
I think that has really helped 
her in her main event, which is 
the 800," he said. “She's matured 
a lot as a person and she really 
approaches the sport in a very 
mature way as far as getting her 
body ready and taking care of 
it. Approaching the sports is top 
notch and I think that’s really 
helped her progress.’ 

Wallace said she could not 
have accomplished her goals 
without her coach at Sac State. 

“Coach Abbott held my hand 
through the process of getting 
adjusted both academically and 
athletically,’ she said. 

She qualified for nationals this 


, year, but also has higher goals. 


“I would like to make USA 
nationals outdoor this year. I 
also would definitely like to try 
and be All-American,” she said. 

Abbott said he Wallace's 
qualities have gotten her a long 
way in a short amount of time. 

“For someone who has only 
been here a year and coming in 
as a transfer student that can be 
somewhat of a difficult position, 
and she’s just done such a good 
job earning respect from her 
teammates and her coaches,” he 
said. “She's been elected team 
captain for this track season, 
and I can't think of a better per- 
son to be captain of our team. 


It's always great when your 
highest performing athletes 
are also your best leaders and 
she really sets a great example 
for all the other girls.” 

Wallace said if she had to » 
give advice to other runners, 
it would be to never give up. 

“Even when youre frustrat- 
ed with your performances 
or how things are going, just 
stick with it because you 
never know what could hap- 
pen, she said. 

Since Wallace has joined the 
Sac State track and field team, 
she’s noticed qualities she 
never knew she had before. 

“Tve always been an intro- 
vert, she said. “I’ve always 
kept to myself and been shy. 
Getting into the sport has 
given me a lot of confidence 
that I wouldn't see myself hav- 
ing without track” 

Abbott said the process of 
helping her adjust to a new 
school has been worth it. 

“She had kind of a rocky 
situation at Cal Poly so when 
we first got her here a lot of 
it was just getting her back 
comfortable and confident 
and that was a lot of what we 
spent last year doing,’ Abbott 
said. “Since we got her back 
on track, this year she has just 
kind of taken off from there. 
We knew she was good, but 
she definitely has exceeding 
our expectations.” 
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play at the professional level 


Continued | page B4 


Harbatsiuk is working at 
winning the award for the sec- 
ond season in a row but said it 
is going to be tough. 

‘The Hornets are playing © 
five top 65 teams this season: 
In contrast, the team is not 
ranked in the top 75. 

Kevin Kurtz has been an as- 
sistant coach for the Hornets 
for five years and was pleased 
about Harbatsiuk’s work ethic 
and result as MVP last season. 

“He works incredibly hard 
every practice, game and 
match,’ Kurtz said. “He was 
playing great?” | 

Even though Harbatsiuk has 
an undefeated record of 3-0 
against Big Sky opponents this 
season, he holds the team’s 
highest winning percentage 
with .800. The Hornets still 
play 63rd-ranked University 
of Denver and 39th-ranked 
Texas Christian University 
later in the season. 

“T have to put in more effort 
and be more concentrated 
when I play (ranked oppo- 
nents); Harbatsiuk said. 

Head coach Slava Konikov 
said the team needs to beat 
two or three ranked teams 
in order to get to his goal of 
being a top 50 team. Konikov 
has seen Harbatsiuk grow 
throughout the years of his 
coaching career at Sac State, 
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being with him all three years 
Harbatsiuk has been playing for 
the team. 

“He understands the game. 
He wants to play at a profes- 
sional level in the future,’ he 
said. “(He) needs to beat two or 
three ranked teams minimal to 
become ranked, though” 

Harbatsiuk’s roommate and 
best friend Anton Stryhas also 
plays on the team as one of the 
two senior captains and is also 
from Belarus. The two faced off 
earlier in the season in a ‘chal- 
lenge’ match for the rights to 
the No. 1 spot on the team. 

“Playing him was very tough,” 
he said. “He's better on offense 
and I’m better on defense. I just 
happened to win that match.” 

Stryhas, who won the 2008 
Big Sky MVP, ended up taking 
the No. 1 spot from Harbatsiuk. 

Stryhas and Harbasiuk also 
join forces on the court as the 
No. 1 doubles team. 

Stryhas said he likes playing 
side by side with Harbatsiuk. 

“It's easy. There's a lot of 
respect and support between 
us, Stryhas said. “Support is 
the key. When he’s playing bad, 
I'll pick him up and he does the 
same for me.” 


Stryhas said Harbatsiuk could 


take over as captain next year. 
Harbatsiuk and Stryhas went 
15-7 as the No. 1 doubles team 
last year, finishing with the 
fifth-best winning percentage in 





the conference. 

But Harbatsiuk will most 
likely not have to worry about 
his roommate and best friend 


leaving him in his senior year. 


Stryhas said he'll try to stay 
around next year to be an as- 
sistant coach to help Harbatsiuk 
get better and play a couple 

of games with him during 
practices. 

Harbatsuik has a couple of 
goals in mind for his junior 
season and for the rest of the 
team including winning the Big 
Sky Conference again. 

The Hornets started the 2009- 
10 season with losses against 
Big Sky opponent Northern 
Arizona and ninth-ranked Stan- 
ford. Stanford gave the Hornets 
an early goodbye in last year’s 
NCAA Division I Champion- 


ship Bracket, beating Sac State 


in the first round 4-0. 

Sac State got back on track, 
however, and won the next 
three matches including a win 
against rival UC Davis. 

Harbatsiuk said he would 
like to get back to the NCAA 
Division I Tournament again. 
He said it was hard to get to the 
tournament last year and lose in 
the first round against Stanford. 

Harbatsiuk said he enjoys 
playing tennis at Sac State. 

“T like the people here. I like 
the coaches too,’ Harbatsiuk 
said. “I get along with every- 
body.” 
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